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When we know our time is short on this earth, that our end is imminent, I imagine we become 
more of who we ever were. And I would imagine more intentional about saying and doing  what 
needs to be said and done in the time remaining to us.  

That is the point at which we find Jesus tonight. We just heard in the gospel of John, “ Having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.” This, my friends, is the end.  

After three years of teaching, and storytelling, Jesus condenses all of who he is into this one 
night with his friends, knowing he has one last opportunity to bring them to an understanding 
of who God is and what God desires for them and what God desires of them. 

There are no more parables. No more stories of nameless masters and servants. No more 
images of seeds and lost coins or sheep. He is no longer moving through crowds of strangers, 
exposing them to God’s outrageous acts of healing and forgiveness. 

All of his lessons of love, and forgiveness and intimacy with God, are distilled into one final 
evening; his teaching is reduced to an act of washing feet,  a shared morsel of bread,  a sip of 
wine and wrapped up his final prayer for them. 

On this last night, when he is surrounded by those who so desperately need to be taught, by 
those who are so hungry for God but don’t know it, Jesus leads them into a shared experience. 
He presents an example of how love looks and feels and tastes. He shares himself in service. He 
shares himself in bread and wine. And then he prays.  

The lessons for tonight – that of the Passover meal which is prelude to the exodus from slavery, 
that of the Last Supper in which Jesus offers himself, that of Jesus becoming a foot-washing 
servant  --- reveal  God’s relentless desire for increased intimacy with His people.  

Jesus had been been upending expectations wherever he went. And overturning religious 
preoccupations which had obscured God’s essence and God’s purpose. On his way to 
Jerusalem, Jesus was forever reversing roles, inviting people into further and deeper intimacy 
with the one who created them. All along the way, he has been willing to give his very self for 
them. And has called them to abide in Him. 

These next three days, we recount and join in that journey, in a very intentional way. Our 
liturgical acts as well as the stories we hear draw us into the very heart of God and I pray will 
increase our desire to remain there. 

In the Old Testament lesson tonight we hear God command his people to share a meal with 
each other which will remind them of what God has done. The Passover meal is a prelude to 
the exodus out of slavery, nourishment which will give them the strength to sojourn to a place 
that God only knows --- a place of freedom. It is a place they have never been and they must 



trust God completely to lead them away from everything they’ve ever known. To someplace 
better.  

God commands rather than suggests they do this. Share this meal and tell these stories, he 
says.  Do it to remind yourselves, to remember what I have done.  

In the passage from 1st Corinthians, we hear what are called the words of institution – the 
words we hear each week when we remember that Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will 
come again. And we consecrate bread and wine which we share as the Body of Christ. With 
those words we celebrate who he became. For us. How he lived. For us.  How he continually 
gave of himself. For us. How he become God-with-us. And continues to pour his life into us.  

God persists in calling us into intimacy by being among us, and offers himself as nourishment 
which strengthens us to sojourn to a place that only God knows.   

Each time you do this, he says, you welcome me into your lives in a most amazing way. In this 
act I will gather together all those who have believed across the ages and I will be there too in a 
most intimate way --- as I become part of your body and you become part of mine. In this act, 
God continues to lead his people into territory where they have not traversed before --- a place 
of new relationship and reconciliation which is renewed again and again.  

And Jesus commands that we do this. Do this often. 

Jesus’ journey of intentionally turning the world upside down continues with the foot-washing. 
The journey of three years had come to this: Jesus, the Savior of all, as servant of all.  Peter 
might not have been the only one to resist that concept.  Peter is just the most obvious one, as 
always. Peter has often had to discard his own ideas of who Jesus was, what he thought Jesus 
should do, and was on his way to letting Jesus be who Jesus was and do what Jesus was going 
to do in Peter’s life. Peter’s understanding of Jesus identity would eventually transform his own. 
But he’s not quite there in our story tonight. 

Peter vehemently resists this role reversal that Jesus has demonstrated. But Jesus persisted and 
challenged Peter to embrace the underlying promise of a new territory of intimacy, and new 
relationship and outrageous blessing.  

Peter relents, and not only backs off from his original refusal but races into that new territory 
with exuberance, not having any idea of where Jesus might be taking him.  

On this night in which he taught his friends by example, Jesus leads and teaches and invites us 
as well by his example to love, to serve, to move into this new close relationship that God 
desires for us and has prepared for us 

he ultimate invitation to intimacy is uncovered in Jesus final words to his disciples. His after 
dinner speech is long and we didn’t hear it in the gospel tonight. But after they are cleansed 
and fed, and before they move into the garden where he will be arrested, he tells them no less 
than 15 times that he is leaving them. Eight times his friends interrupt him with comments and 
questions about where he might be leading them. He commands them doesn’t suggest to them 
but commands them repeatedly to not be afraid. He says He will ask the Father to send them 



an Advocate --- the Spirit who will stand next to them as a helper --- who will continue to teach 
them, to lead them, to remind them of everything he has said. He tells them that this Spirit of 
Truth will even find a home within them, so that they can abide in God as God will abide in 
them. And establish and sustain the intimacy with God that God has longed for with his people 
since before the foundations of the world.  

The invitation of intimacy with our amazing God is always open, ongoing and incredible. And we 
may find this invitation, like our brother Peter, almost too incredible to comprehend. But 
tonight, as we begin our journey of sacred stories and share a sacred meal, we walk this path– 
just like he led his people out of slavery.  God is with us – just like Jesus walked alongside his 
friends to Jerusalem. And God’s Spirit dwells within us – just like Jesus promised he would.  

____________________________ 

God’s invitation to intimacy continues, and perhaps becomes most awkward and 

difficult to accept in the foot-washing scenario.  we watch Jesus the teacher, the master, 

turn into a servant among his disciples. Servants --- which were mostly likely slaves, not 

simply hired help --- washed feet not only of their dust picked up from unpaved roads, 

but of the garbage and sewage left in the streets of the cities. It was a job no one would 

want. Certainly not the sanitized scene we will reenact here in a few moments.  

The same word used to describe Jesus removing his robe, laying down his robe, in order 

to take on the towel of a servant who washes feet is the word used to describe Jesus 

laying down his life. 

The journey of intimacy for which God created us, God continues to lead and lay before 

us. God has been with us on that journey every step of the way, whether we are aware 

of it or not. And God continues to dwell within us through the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Self-giving --- that’s who Jesus is. In the footwashing, in the meal, on the cross. 

Do as I have done. Jesus says after washing his friends feet. 

Do this. Jesus says after sharing himself in bread and wine. 

And do this often, as I have loved you.  

The scene begins and ends with love. And he draws the disciples into that love. 

He then turns these shared lessons of love into an assignment – to carry into our interior 

life with God and into our relationships with God’s people and all of God’s creation. 

Jesus is Lord of the banquet at which he is both host and meal. 

 


